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KINU ANNOUNCES THE RESULT OF THE 2025 GLOBAL SURVEY ON KOREAN UNIFICATION 

1. KINU (Acting President: Hyun, Seung-soo) announces the findings of the 2025 Global Survey on Korean Unification on December 30, 2025 (Tue.). Launched in 2024 and conducted for the second consecutive year in 2025, the Global Survey on Korean Unification aims to assess public opinion on the issue of Korean unification among citizens of major countries around the world. The survey findings serve as foundational data for understanding global perspectives on Korean unification and for formulating tailored public diplomacy strategies related to unification.
2. The survey was conducted from August 11 to August 18, 2025, using an online panel-based web survey methodology. A total of eight countries were included— the United States, Japan, Germany, Mongolia, Sweden, Italy, Canada, and Poland. The sample size consisted of 1,000 respondents per country, with an expanded sample of 2,000 respondents in the United States.
3. Major findings of the 2025 Global Survey on Korean Unification are as follows.

■ South Korea and North Korea
· Overall, South Korea is perceived as a trustworthy and cooperative state, whereas North Korea is viewed as a source of threat and distrust.
· Europe and North America generally regard South Korea as a mature partner; Japan, however, shows cool and distrustful attitudes toward both Koreas.
· In most countries, North Korea is seen as threatening, while South Korea is not. Japan is the notable exception, perceiving South Korea as a threat as well.
· In cultural and economic national image, South Korea is viewed as advanced, whereas North Korea is regarded as underdeveloped.
· Poland tends to view South Korea as an “ambitious” state, while Japan and Mongolia show tendencies to see it as “dependent.”
· Japan exhibits high knowledge of Korean Peninsula issues but also relatively negative images of both Koreas. Mongolia displays high interest in Korean Peninsula affairs and maintains a balanced, positive view of both South and North Korea.
· South Korea enjoys broad international trust, but Japan’s persistent coolness may pose a challenge to South Korea’s image balance in Northeast Asia.
· Mongolia has been deepening its economic and political ties with South Korea while maintaining traditional friendly relations with North Korea. These factors likely contribute to Mongolian respondents’ positive attitudes toward both Koreas.

■ Peace and Unification on the Korean Peninsula
· Regarding international support for peace on the Korean Peninsula, the United States is highly willing to provide all forms of support, whereas Japan remains reluctant.
· Germans, having experienced national unification, show positive attitudes toward Korean unification as well.
· While the international community agrees with the ideal of unification, it is skeptical about its practical feasibility.
· Most surveyed countries recognize the need for Korean unification but assess its likelihood as low.
· Japan records the lowest levels for both the perceived necessity and feasibility of unification, while Mongolia records the highest. Japan’s skepticism may reflect its strategic perception that unification might not serve Japanese national interests.
· In most countries, 70–80% view North Korea’s nuclear weapons as an “offensive threat.” Threat perceptions are strongest in Japan (81.5%) and the United States (73%), and relatively weaker in Europe.
· Mongolia stands out as the only country where a high share of respondents (69%) view North Korea’s nuclear weapons as “for self-defense,” influenced by its traditionally friendly relations with Pyongyang.
· Preferred approaches to North Korean denuclearization follow this order: diplomatic measures first, followed by economic sanctions, and lastly military options.

■ International Affairs and Security
· Outlook on U.S.–China relations: 86% expect relations to “worsen or remain stagnant,” reflecting perceptions of a structurally entrenched rivalry.
· Credibility of the U.S. nuclear umbrella: the average stands at 38%, with high confidence only in South Korea (71%) and Poland (49%).
· U.S. Forces Korea (USFK): 75% of Americans support maintaining or increasing troop levels, indicating sustained public support for the U.S. role in international security.
· Japan–North Korea relations: 49% of Japanese respondents view dialogue with North Korea as necessary.


4. The Korea Institute for National Unification will continue to actively strive to contribute to the establishment of unification and North Korea policies that receive public empathy and support.

※ For more information or coverage regarding this press release, please contact the person in charge.


# ATTACHED: 2025 Global Survey on Korean Unification: Executive Summary. PDF.
image1.png
Korea Institute for
National Unification




