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mmmm Abstract

Institutional analysis on the failure of the Six-Party
Talks

Lee, Jae-Jun

The Six-Party Talks ended when North Korea declared withdrawal
from the Six-Party Talks on April 14, 2009. By finding the cause of the
Six-Party Talks failure, this article suggests the limitations and
possibilities of a multilateral approach to the North Korean nuclear issue.
The research question is “What were the institutional reasons for the
breach of the Six-Party Talks' agreements?” This article analyzes why the
states participating in the Six-Party Talks broke the agreement related to
the North Korean nuclear program through Elinor Ostrom’s institution
theory. Until recently, a multilateral solution to the North Korean nuclear
issue, modeled on the Six-Party Talks, was often proposed. The states
related to the North Korean nuclear issue shared the perception that the
North Korean nuclear program should be solved through dialogue and
cooperation. However, the collective choice rules and operational rules of
the Six-Party Talks had problems in that participants did not implement the
agreements. By analyzing the Six-Party Talks case, this article reveals the
limitations of a multilateral approach to solve the North Korean nuclear
issue and suggests implications for alternative policy that can overcome
this problem.

Key Words: Six-Party Talks, Rational choice institutionalism, North Korea
nuclear program, North Korea, China
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