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Abstract

Evaluation and Epistemological Reflection of the Park
Geun-hye Administration’s Domestic Unification Policy

Young-Hoon Song

The purpose of this study is to contribute to the expansion of discussion for the
development of the unification policy through the evaluation and reflection on the
domestic unification policy of the Park Geun-hye administration. As a result of the
breakdown of inter—Korean relations, the Park Geun-hye government tried to make its
unification policy heard to the domestic audience by emphasizing bonanza and
importance of the preparation for unification. However, the unification discourse, which
was mediated through the preparation for unification, caused social tensions, and the
negative effects of the unification discourse becoming abstract and ambiguous. In order
to overcome this phenomenon, this study emphasizes the necessity of epistemological
transformation to allow unification of various levels and forms more than to assume
unification as a final event. Based on the discussions on the epistemology of unification,
the implications of the new government unification policy are derived based on the
evaluation of the institutionalization of preparation for unification, the social acceptance
of the unification discourse, the evaluation of the unification education policy and the
necessity of the transition to unification education.

Key Words: Park Geun-hye Administration, Unification Policy, Trust Building Process,
Bonanza, Unification Education, Epistemology
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