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Abstract

The Size of a State and its Success
on the Korean Peninsula

Rhee, Byounghee

This article analyses & critiques the Korean unification plan from the
viewpoint of the political/economic benefits and costs based upon the
Alesina-Sporaore Model constructively.

According to this model, the idea that benefits are bigger than the
costs in the unified Korean Peninsula seems to be perhaps unscientific. The
truth is that bigger is not always better. The role of political boundary on
the Korean Peninsula is changing in our globalized world. This boundary
should not go beyond the limits which meet the economic and social needs
of its citizens. the Alesina-Sporaore Model tells us that it is not necessarily
worth while to unify two Koreas friendly or unfriendly in East Asia.
‘Economic integration and political disintegration tend to go hand in
hand.” Two or more than two smaller and more homogeneous states may
be better on the Korean Peninsula. Small may be more beautiful. Prudence
is also needed in the process and policy of the Korean Unification.

The paper contributes to a clearer and more scientific avenue of
inquiry to understand the integration of two Koreas in terms of the
optimum size of the Unified Korean Peninsula and its success. Further
studies are required.

Key Words: The Size of a Nation, the Korean Unification, The Cost and Benefits
of the Size, The Success of Small Nations, Alesina-Splaore Model.



