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ol _lo

5 Kaurov, “A Technical History of Soviet-North Korean Nuclear Relations,” pp. 16~17.

% Jbid.

7 Obyedinenniy institut yadernykh issledovaniy (Dubna: United Institute for Nuclear
Research, 1994), pp. 4~5: Mansourov, ‘North Korea's Road to the Atomic Bomb,”
p. 30.

28 Conversation between Soviet Ambassador in North Korea Vasily Moskovsky and
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239 Foto] dieh d77] 21 AF B2 SForAl ok PRl tiet A
k4] ghetof] o3t ARk ob k. 1960 AW 25t =1} £A 9] A ofsh=
=SA 9] 94 AYole FAHRA 9F= VAL AT 429 A efe T4
74 o]F 2 &0 ofuHTt F7|golu kshert T Ao R BYE
o7te g T shAAL, o 23t WA AF=71] H3tol dVe2 Al
of gttt ol 319J4]0] Uth.30 AA| 2 Bh2 1963 44, 55499 BIE
sl 9] vArd S0l H3t S0l v A== Ao wigh st oA gel
715 3ttt Foto] gtof tieh &1 o] Wit g2 A &2 19628
114, 52 MiG-21, &= At vjAM 7o A1 8732 AR, &
g=ro] obd QIEOJAZAF MiG-215 HIT 718 A A= oF&okalet. &
g oyt A2 1960 AFelF9] SH=50] YAt EHAE AYshe 3

ol A AABHATE32
AH 0 2 o] A]7] Bt Mz 1L Uxte AT fiFt 7SS niesie

North Korean Foreign Minister Pak Seongcheol, 24 August 1962, AVPRF, Fond 0102,
Opis 18, Papka 93, Delo 5, Listy 22-23.

% Jbid.

30 Report, Embassy of Hungary in North Korea to the Hungarian Foreign Ministry,
August 1962, MOL, XIX-J-1-j Korea, 11. doboz, 24/b, 002304/1/RT/1962.

81 Conversation between Soviet Ambassador in North Korea Vasily Moskovsky and
Czechoslovak Ambassador Moravec, 15 April 1963, AVPRF, Fond 0102, Opis 19,
Papka 97, Delo 4, List 140.

32 Sergey Radchenko, 7wo Suns in the Heavens' the Sino-Soviet Struggle for
Supremacy, 1962-1967 (Washington, D.C.: Woodrow Wilson Center; Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 2009), p. 77.
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3 Memorandum of a Conversation between the Czech Ambassador to the DPRK,
Comrade Moravec, with the Soviet Ambassador, Comrade Moskovskii, and the GDR
Ambassador Comrade Becker, on 23.IV.1963. May 16, 1963, History and Public
Policy Program Digital Archive, State Central Archive, Prague, File A. Novotny,
Foreign Affairs, KPDR.

3 Conversation between Soviet Ambassador in North Korea Vasily Moskovsky and the
German Ambassador, 26 August 1963, AVPRF, Fond 0102, Opis 19, Papka 97, Delo
5, List 93.
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% PopA] LA Hilo] 7]& ARIE AFATIE Fo] 39| #7]& o] £go]
2 $E ek B Lols Adlo] ofhE F30] 9915 AT 4 Qe Ao] vl W7lolg]
7] W2of| o5& FFAIFIA] YU} Szalontai and Radchenko, “North Korea's Efforts
to Acquire Nuclear Technology and Nuclear Weapons,” pp. 24~30.

37 Conversation between Soviet Ambassador in North Korea Vasily Moskovsky and
Soviet Specialists in North Korea, 16 October 1963, AVPRF, Fond 0102, Opis 19,
Papka 97, Delo 5, List 185.

3 Conversation between Soviet Ambassador in North Korea Vasily Moskovsky and
Soviet Specialists in North Korea, 27 September 1963, AVPRF, Fond 0102, Opis 19,
Papka 97, Delo 5, Listy 161-162.
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6 Record of Conversation between Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Vasily Kuznetsov
and the North Korean Ambassador to the Soviet Union Kim Pyeongchaek, 21 May
1965, AVPRF, Fond 0102, Opis 21, Papka 105, Delo 32, List 21.

Ty "] BE Rl A%, A, Ao AWHAE thg BA] TR (A
wisrojlelEel HTNR] AR} Al WET ZATFFoIIN B R
A7} 1967.12.16)),” "ALAHAA 395 (B RARESGZWAL 2001), p. 441; TRAFPA
T 1968 (BY: 2AFVEAAL 1969). p. 23.
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5-64°] 294 A oF ittt Report, Embassy of Hungary in North Korea to the
Hungarian Foreign Ministry, 8 May 1967, XIX-J-1-j Korea, 1967, 60. doboz, 40,
002128/1/1967.
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% Kaurov, “A Technical History of Soviet-North Korean Nuclear Relations”, p. 17.
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Abstract

The Pursuit of Nuclear Weapons:
The Beginning and Growth of North Korea’s Nuclear
Program in the 1950’s and 1960’s

Bomi Kim

In the 1950s and 1960s, the United States and the Soviet Union
competitively spread nuclear technology to friendly countries under the
name of peaceful use of nuclear energy. North Korea was one of the
countries receiving nuclear technology aid from the Soviet Union and was
given a chance to acquire nuclear technology as a founding member of the
United Institute for Nuclear Research built in Dubna. During the 1960s,
threat perceptions of North Korea toward the international situation were
gradually escalating and it became strongly longing for acquisition of
nuclear weapons as security measures to deter the U.S. nuclear threat, not
as a source of energy. However, the Soviet Union, whose primary goal was
improving relations with the U.S. at the time, was not successful to correctly
understand security anxiety of North Korea and did not implement proper
corresponding measures against fear of abandonment of its small ally
gradually worsening bilateral ties. In addition, a weak influence of North
Korea in the socialist bloc, its strong pro-China stance, unfriendly attitude
toward the international community and fragile economy have been
important reasons for the Soviet Union and its satellite states to hesitate to
provide nuclear technology aid to North Korea. However, the socialist
bloc’s lack of understanding threat perception of North Korea has
strengthened its belligerent tendency. North Korea has made it clear that
it will overbearingly strengthen its defense capabilities in spite of a
slowdown in economic growth, advocating Byeongjin Line. Whenever
there was a rejection of economic and military assistance from the Soviet
Union, China, and other socialist countries, North Korea was forced to
reinvent itself and develop nuclear weapons, relying on limited aid and its
own capabilities.

Key Words: North Korea, Nuclear Weapons, Soviet Union, China



