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Abstract

The Dynamics of System Transformation and ‘Meétis’ of
North Korean Residents and Bureaucrats:
Focused on Henri Lefebre’s ‘Alternative Space’

Jong Wook Kim

The purpose of this paper is to find the linkage dynamics between the
‘memory-space-everyday change of the North Korean people and the
bureaucrats and the transformation of the system. Transformation not only
changes the institutional system but also changes the structure of the official
and informal network of society, and changes in culture, beliefs and values.
Therefore, tracking space and everyday deformation by memory and action
is a medium that can read changes in network structure, culture, beliefs, and
values. At the same time, the change process of ‘memory-space-everyday’
has meaning as a signal to inform the path of cracking speed and direction
of the system. As an important factor influencing the transformation of the
system, we trace the ‘Meétis’ of North Korean residents and bureaucrats as
‘practical skills’ and ‘acquired wisdom’ that have adapted to the changing
nature and human environment. In other words, the North Korean society
is accelerating the actuation by the memory of the residents and the
bureaucrats, and various ‘Metis’ are spreading. This means that the
‘alternative space’ for the survival and profit of the residents and
bureaucrats is expanding, and the tactics of acting as ‘Métis’ against the
power of the people to control and oppress are becoming more diverse. This
shows that a new network is formed at a level that can not be controlled by
the authorities. This is the barometer of the direction of the transformation.

Key Words: Space, Memory, Alternative Space, Countermemory, Dynamics,
Metis, Marketplace, Everyday, Workshop, Ruling Space, Collective
Memory, System Transformation, Panopticon



