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mmmm Abstract

Party Charter Revision at the Eighth Party Congress and
Changes in the DPRK’s Theory of National Revolution

Kim, Tae-Kyung and Lee Jung Chul

The revised party charter of the Workers' Party of Korea at the Eighth
Congress in 2021 reflects the Kim Jong-un regime’s economic reform
measures and the new strategic line, drawing our attention to changes in
regulations related to North Korea's ideological interpretations on
socialism and communism. This study analyzes the total revisions made to
the party charter so far, focusing on the changes in the theory of transition
reflected in the party’s regulations. In existing socialist systems, the issue
of transition was significant, in that the ideological interpretations of the
transition period and proletarian revolution are directly linked to the
post-revolutionary methodology of socialist construction. North Korea's
theory of transition includes the construction of socialism in North Korea
as well as the revolution of ‘national scope’, which means national
unification. This study examines the clauses in the party charter on the
immediate objectives, the final goal of the revolution or socialist building,
and the details on the methods of construction in the North and South. It
also interprets changes in North Korea’s transition theory in the context of
economic reform measures and discourses under Kim Jong Un.

Key Words: Charter of the Workers’ Party of Korea, Theory of Transition,
Proletarian Revolution, Theory of National Revolution, Kim Jong
Un Regime, New Strategic Line
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